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SUBJECT: POTOMAC AND CREW COMPLAINS AND THE DEATH OF ALLEN KURTZ 

REE: DACCA 2610 

1. CONSOEF HAS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE COMPLAINTS 
OF THE CREW OF THE "POTOMAC" WITH THE SHIP'S MASTER, CAPTAIN 
FRANCOS. FRANCOS STATED THAT HIS SHIP WAS CURRENTLY 
SHORTHANDED AND IT COULD NOT SPARE HANDS PRIOR TO ITS 
ARRIVAL IN SUEZ. ONE CREW MEMBER WHO HAD EXPRESSED HIS 
DESIRE TO LEAVE THE SHIP COULD DO SO THERE. QUALIFIED 
AMERICAN SEAMEN ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN CHITTAGONG. THE 
MASTER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS SOME DISCONTENT AMONG 
THE CREW OF HIS VESSEL DUE TO THE HEAT ON BOARD AND TO 

THE LONG TIME THE CREW HAS BEEN AWAY FROM HOME. 

2. THE SHIP'S LOG ENTRIES CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ALLEN 
KURTZ STATE THAT KURTZ WAS EOUND ASLEEP ON HIS BUNK AT 
1640 HOURS ON APRIL 16 AND WAS FOUND TO BE UNABLE TO 

STAND HIS WATCH. THE CAPTAIN HAD CONCLUDED THAT HE MAY HAVE 
BREN INTOXICATED ALTHOUGH NO LIQUOR COULD BE FOUND 
IN HIS ROOM. KURTZ WAS AWAKENED AND HE SAID HE WAS 
"AL RIGHT." HE WAS ALLOWED TO SLEEP IN HIS ROOM. 

KURTZ WAS FOUND DEAD THE FOLLOWING DAY AT 0550 HOURS. 

DURING TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH CONSOEF, FRANCOS 
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SAID HE COULD ADD NOTHING TO THIS. 

3. THE DOCTOR WHO PERFORMED THE AUTOPSY ON KURTZ ON 
APRIL 18 GAVE THE FOLLOWING REPORT ON HIS DEATH 
"NOTHING HAS BEEN DETECT TO SUGGEST ANY INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE AS CAUSE OF DEATH." 
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4. THE SHIP WILL LEAVE CHITTAGONG IN THREE OR LOUR DAYS. 
SCHNEIDER 
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